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1851 ï 1906 

 

It is not known 

for sure who 

this Flick 

business card 

belonged to. 

Interpretation 

reads 

ñ sculptured or 

made with my 

own hands.ò 

J 
acob Flick was born in Brienz, Canton Bern, Switzerland, Nov. 15, 1848, son of 

Johannes and Margaretha Flick. Jacob spent the first 21 years of his life in his native land, 

where he acquired a good education for his class in society. He also learned the carpenterôs 

trade, which he practiced there until he came to America.  
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The family immigrated to America in multiple detachments 

beginning in 1856. Jacob, at age 21, was the last of the Flick family to 

leave. He left Switzerland in 1869  with the remaining members of the 

Flick family; his mother, his sister Marguerite and younger brother 

Peter. This must have been a difficult thing to do because Jacob was 

leaving behind his sweetheart Magdalena Michel.  

Magdalena Michael was born in Brienz, Canton Bern, 

Switzerland April 11, 1851 the oldest daughter of Peter and 

Magdalena Michel. She was 18 when Jacob emigrated and she was 

pregnant.  

Jacob settled in Dunnville, Wisconsin, and entered the employ 

of Knapp, Stout & Co., who was then operating there. Magdalena 

remained in Switzerland giving birth to their first child in January 

1870. She named their son Robert Jacob. In the spring of 1870 

Magdalena, age 19, with son Robert, age 6 months, boarded the G.G. 

Silecia at Le Havre France. They arrived in New York July 13, 1870. 

Jacob and Magdalena were married eleven days later on July 24, in 

Downsville. Witnesses were John Flick Jr., Jacobôs oldest brother, and 

Emma Wilson, most likely the wife of Martin Wilson the Justice of 

the Peace who performed the ceremony. The 1870 July 30 census 

Dunn County shows them living at Knapp-Stout Coôs Boarding House 

for Mill Hands.  

Jacob worked for the firm of Knapp, Stout & Co. at Downsville 
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and  

Magdalena 

Michel Flick 
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for two years. It appears that in the spring of 1871, Jacob, along with 

his father and brothers, moved onto the land and began his career as a 

farmer. By 1900 the family (Johannes, Jacob, Rudolph and Henry) 

owned 340 acres in section 16. Jacob labored with his father and 

brothers to clear the land and to break and cultivate the soil, all of this 

was hard work most of which had to be done by hand over many 

years. They built a log cabin and a barn.  

During these hard years another nine children were born to 

Jacob and Magdalena: Elizabeth in 1872, Paul in 1874, Bertha in 1876, 

Victor in 1878, Mildred in 1880, Helen in1882, Alfred in 1884, Edwin 

in 1885 and Anton in 1888.  

Jacob Flick and Magdalena Michel Flick family circa winter 1888-89. 

From left to right are Paul, Victor, Jacob holding Edwin, Mildred, Elizabeth, Bertha 

Magdalena holding Anton, Alfred, Hank Flick (Jacobôs brother), 

Johannes Flick (Jacobôs father), Helen, and Robert. 

Note the quilt and accordion included in the photo.  
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Jacob continued to labor improving his farm, and in 1879 he 

purchased a horse team, which necessitated the building of another  

log barn. As his father aged, Jacob gradually purchased his fathersô 

interest and a portion of Henryôs land, and with the purchase of 

additional adjoining land, he increased his holdings to 180 acres. He 

replaced the original log building with a good frame house and barn. 

He named the farm Twin Pine Farm in honor of his father, who years 

before had planted two pine trees on the home place.  
Although a busy man during his active career, Mr. Flick 

participated in public affairs. He was a member of the town board for 

many years, assessor 14 years, and also road overseer. Jacob was a 

member of St. Jacobôs German Lutheran Congregation at Downsville, 

for which he was a trustee and the secretary for several years. Jacob 

held the position of clerk of Joint School District No. 4 for 21 years.  

Frame home built on the Flick farm circa 1900 
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A new school was built in the fall of 1886. The Flick children 

had attended the local country school located approximately one mile 

cross country from their home. The new school was only ½ mile.   

 

St. Jacobôs German 

Lutheran Church 

across from the 

Rosehill Cemetery 

was erected 1900. 

Painting by Clarice 

Flick Weber. 

Hay 

Creek 

School 

Circa 

1895 


